SUNDAY 23RD MARCH

BLACKSMITHS 2 V 5 SMITHTON HOTEL

MCCULLOCH 25’        SCORER   6’

D ROSS         75’         SCORER 55’ 

                                   SCORER 65’

                                   A TRIALIST (OG) 80’
                                   SCORER 89’
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  Blacksmiths took to the field against division 1 opposition on Sunday the 23rd march.  They had strongly fancied an upset before the match after some good performances in previous weeks, which was not to be the case, as Blacksmiths were taught a lesson.
  Smithton started the quicker of the teams, taking only 6 minutes to get on the score sheet.  A neat passing move saw the attacker clean through on goal and finish well.  Blacksmiths struggled to get their passing game going, constantly giving away possession of the ball.  It took 25 minutes for Blacksmiths to finally mount a worthy attack.   Martin, Bain and Cooper played some slick passes in the middle of the park, before playing the bal wide to Munro who took 1 touch and played the ball through for McCulloch to latch onto an finish with aplomb, a great passing move with an equally immense finish.  Blacksmiths struggled through the rest of the half, with Walker making some superb stops to keep them in the game.  The half whittled out and ended 1-1, Smithton having the better of the half.
  Blacksmiths made a few tactical changes for the start of the 2nd half.  Martin moved into centre midfield, with Bain coming back into defence, Ingles swapping sides with the Trialist and Ross moving back to left midfield, with David Ross up front.  It was still more of the same from Blacksmiths in the 2nd half.  With only 10 minutes gone from the restart, Smithton were in front again.  A quick passing move split the Blacksmiths defence open, the attacker finished well leaving walker with no chance.  It should have been 3 – 1 moments later, Only a Van Vossen esc miss saving Blackies.  It did become 3 – 1 on the 65 minute mark.  A mistake from the Trialist let the Smithton attacker through who squared the ball across the box for a tap in.  Blacksmiths’ heads were down, but a lifeline came on 75 minutes, Doig punted a bye kick up the park, McCulloch knocked down into the path Of David Ross, he took 1 touch to control the ball and unleashed an unstoppable shot across the Smithton keeper into the net.  The fight back was short lived however, only 5 minutes later it was 4 – 2. A corner from the left was whipped into the front post, with no attackers around him just as Martin was about to clear the ball the Trialist popped up to head into his own net, it capped of a disastrous performance from the player.  It was well and truly over 9 minutes later as another smooth passing move sent a Smithton attacker through on goal, he struck a week shot from 20 yards, which walker let through his grasp.  The match finished 5 – 2.
  By the standards set in previous game this was a very poor performance from Blacksmiths.  It wouldn’t have mattered what team they were playing, they were always going to lose.  Perhaps over confidence played a part, but whatever it was, Blacksmiths need to sort it out fast, with the season being only 2 weeks away.  Next week Blacksmiths will again come up against 1st division opposition, this time playing Smithton Highnet, the lessons from this game will have to learnt quickly to stand any chance of taking something from the game next week.
*There will be no match report next week as I wont be there, sorry*
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